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considered as creating an unacceptable
risk.

§ 3015.18 Source of bonds.
Any bonds required under § 3015.16(c)

(1) through (3) or § 3015.17 shall be ob-
tained from companies holding certifi-
cates of authority as acceptable sure-
ties (31 CFR part 223). A list of these
companies is published annually by the
Department of the Treasury in its Cir-
cular 570.

Subpart D—Record Retention and
Access Requirements

§ 3015.20 Applicability.
(a) This subpart applies to all finan-

cial records, supporting documents,
statistical records and other records of
recipients, which are:

(1) Required to be maintained by the
provisions of a USDA grant or coopera-
tive agreement, or

(2) Otherwise reasonably considered
as pertinent to a USDA grant or coop-
erative agreement.

(b) This subpart does not apply to the
records of contractors and subcontrac-
tors under grants, subgrants and coop-
erative agreements. For a requirement
to place a provision concerning these
records in certain kinds of contracts,
see Subpart S of this part.

§ 3015.21 Retention period.
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs

(b) and (c) of this section, records shall
be kept for 3 years from the starting
date specified in § 3015.22.

(b) If any litigation, claim, negotia-
tion, audit or other action involving
the records has been started before the
end of the 3-year period, the records
shall be kept until all issues are re-
solved, or until the end of the regular
3-year period, whichever is later.

(c) In order to avoid dual record-
keeping, awarding agencies may make
special arrangements for recipients to
keep any records which are continu-
ously needed for joint use. The award-
ing agency shall request a recipient to
transfer records to its custody when
the awarding agency decides that the
records possess long-term retention
value. When the records are transferred
to or maintained by the awarding agen-

cy the 3-year retention requirement
shall not apply to the recipient.

(d) Records for nonexpendable prop-
erty acquired in whole or in part, with
Federal funds shall be retained for
three years after its final disposition.

§ 3015.22 Starting date of retention pe-
riod.

(a) General. The retention period
starts from the date of the submission
of the final expenditure report or,
where USDA grant support is contin-
ued or renewed at annual or other in-
tervals, the 3-year retention period for
the records of each funding period
starts on the day the recipient submits
to USDA its annual or final expendi-
ture report for that period. If an ex-
penditure report has been waived, the
3-year retention period starts on the
day the report would have been due.
Exceptions to this paragraph are con-
tained in paragraphs (b) through (d) of
this section.

(b) Equipment records. The 3-year re-
tention period for the equipment
records required by Subpart R starts
from the date of the equipment’s dis-
position, replacement, or transfer at
the direction of the awarding agency.

(c) Records for income transactions
after grant or subgrant support. (1) In
cases where USDA requires that pro-
gram income (as defined in Appendix
A) be applied to costs incurred after ex-
piration or termination of grant or
subgrant support, the 3-year retention
period for these cost records starts
from the end of the recipient’s fiscal
year in which the costs are incurred.

(2) Where USDA requires the disposi-
tion of copyright royalties or other
program income earned after expira-
tion or termination of grant or
subgrant support, the 3-year retention
period for those income records starts
from the end of the recipient’s fiscal
year in which the income was earned.
(See Subpart F, § 3015.44.)

(d) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost al-
location plans, etc.—(1) Applicability.
This paragraph applies to the following
types of documents and their support-
ing records:

(i) Indirect cost rate computations or
proposals;

(ii) Cost allocation plans; and
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(iii) Any similar accounting com-
putations of the rate at which a par-
ticular group of costs is chargeable
(such as computer usage chargeback
rates or composite fringe benefit
rates).

(2) If submitted for negotiation. If the
Federal government requires submis-
sion of the proposal; plan, or other
computation for negotiation of the rate
chargeable for particular costs, then
the 3-year retention period for the
plan, proposal or other computation
and the supporting records starts from
the date of such submission.

(3) If not submitted for negotiation. If
the Federal government does not re-
quire submission of the proposal, plan,
or other computation for negotiation
of the rate chargeable for particular
costs, then the 3-year retention period
for the proposal, plan, or other com-
putation and the supporting records
starts from the end of the fiscal year
covered by such proposal, plan, or
other computation.

§ 3015.23 Microfilm.

Copies made by microfilming,
photocopying, or similar methods may
be substituted for the original records.

§ 3015.24 Access to records.

(a) Records of recipients. USDA and
the Comptroller General of the United
States, or any of their authorized rep-
resentatives, shall have the right of ac-
cess to any books, documents, papers,
or other records of the recipient which
are pertinent in a specific USDA award
in order to make audit, examination,
excerpts, and transcripts.

(b) Records of subrecipients. USDA and
the Comptroller General of the United
States, and the recipient, or any of
their authorized representatives, shall
have the right of access to any books,
documents, papers, or other records of
the subrecipient which are pertinent to
a specific USDA grant or cooperative
agreement, in order to make audit, ex-
amination, excerpts, and transcripts.

(c) Expiration of right of access. The
rights of access in this section shall
not be limited to the required reten-
tion period but shall last as long as the
records are kept.

§ 3015.25 Restrictions to public access.

Unless required by law, no awarding
agency shall impose grant or subgrant
conditions which limit public access to
records covered by this subpart, except
when the awarding agency determines
that such records must be kept con-
fidential and would have been excepted
from disclosure pursuant to USDA’s
‘‘Freedom of Information’’ regulations
if the records had belonged to USDA (7
CFR 1.1–1.16).

Subpart E—Waiver of ‘‘Single’’
State Agency Requirements

§ 3015.30 Waiver of ‘‘single’’ State agen-
cy requirements.

Section 204 of the Intergovernmental
Cooperation Act of 1968 authorizes Fed-
eral agencies to waive ‘‘single’’ State
agency requirements on request of the
Governor or other duly constituted
State authorities.

(a) Approval authority. The awarding
agency has approval authority for
waiver requests, and shall handle them
as quickly as feasible. Approval should
be given whenever possible.

(b) Refusal procedures. When it is nec-
essary to refuse a request for waiver of
the ‘‘single’’ State agency require-
ments under section 204, the awarding
agency shall, through O&F, advise
OMB that the request cannot be grant-
ed. Such advice should indicate the
reasons for the denial of the request.
Notification, through O&F, to OMB
shall occur prior to informing the
State of the refusal.

Subpart F—Grant Related Income

§ 3015.40 Scope.

This subpart contains policies and re-
quirements related to program income
and interest and other investment in-
come earned on advances of grant
funds. Appendix A defines the term
‘‘program income.’’ There are five cat-
egories of program income covered in
this subpart. Each is treated in a sepa-
rate section. The categories are:

(a) General program income;
(b) Proceeds from sale of real prop-

erty and from sale of equipment and
supplies acquired for use;
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